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Axle is a 4 month old neutered Pit Bull mix from Eastern 
Washington that presented to AETC for intermittent 
vomiting and diarrhea. The symptoms had been present for 
one week. Axle has been fully vaccinated. His symptoms 
seemed to improve with medication prescribed by the 
family veterinarian but the symptoms returned. Blood was 
no present in the diarrhea.

Upon physical exam, Axle was bright and alert. An initial 
test for parvovirus was negative. A fecal sample revealed 
the presence of hookworm eggs. This parasite is not 
common in this area but can be  treated with the correct 
worming medication. 

Canine hookworms can infect 
puppies from the environment 
(vegetation or soil), through the 
placenta, or through the mother’s 

milk. After a short migratory pattern in the host’s body, the 
worm larvae end up in the small intestine where they mature 
to adult worms and start producing eggs. Hookworms are 
blood sucking parasites and can cause serious illness in 
puppies (anemia, iron de�ciency, failure to thrive, death).


